Bruce L. Morris
March 28, 1932 - November 11, 2017

Bruce L. Morris, 85, of North Haven, formally of Branford and New Haven, entered into
eternal rest peacefully on November 11, 2017 while under Hospice Care at Yale New
Haven Hospital with his loving wife by his side. Bruce (birth name Brass Morris, Jr.) was
born in New Haven and was the son of the late Brass Morris, Sr. and Leona (Foreman)
Morris. He leaves behind his wife Cheryl Morris of 23 years; his sons Anthony (Eula-May)
Morris of Cheshire, Bruce V. (Gail) Morris of Norwalk; his daughter Sherry (Lawrence)
Dorsi of North Haven; his sister Sandra Holloway of Louisville, KY; his grandchildren
Quentin Morris, Christian Morris, Bruce V. Morris, Jr., Gwendolyn Morris, Tisheana
Perkins, Samantha Dorsi and Adriana Dorsi. He is also survived by several greatgrandchildren, nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by his first wife, Gwendolyn
Morris Ellis. Bruce had incredible wit and a wonderful sense of humor. He brought joy and
laughter to all those around him. He had a warm and generous heart and was always
ready to help anyone in need, friends and strangers alike. If you had the pleasure of
knowing him, you knew instantly that you made a friend for life. He was a warm, fun loving
man with a heart of gold. He could talk to anyone about anything and you never left him
without a smile on your face. He touched many lives and will be sadly missed. He
dedicated his entire life to making the communities in which he lived a better place to live.
He had a long career in public service. He started his political career participating in voter
registration during the 1960’s, John F. Kennedy days. He served as a New Haven
Alderman from 1962 to 1966, and in 1967 was elected to the first of five terms in the
House of Representatives. While in the House, he served as Deputy Speaker, Assistant
Majority Leader and Assistant Minority Leader. He served as the New Haven Democratic
Town Committee Treasurer from 1968-1989 and was a Democratic State Central
Committeeman for the 10th and the 12th Senate Districts from 1988-1990. He was also a
State Senator representing the 10th District in New Haven and West Haven. He was first
elected in January 1990 to complete the term of Mayor John Daniels and elected to a full
term in November of 1990. He resigned his position as State Senator to become a
Commissioner of the Department of Public Works for Governor Lowell Weicker. He retired
from the State of Connecticut in 1995. Bruce was a former Police Commissioner in the
Town of Branford from 1999 to 2007. He was also a member of the Branford Democratic

Town Committee from 1997-2006 and was Chairman of the Committee from 1997-1998.
Most recently, he served on the North Haven Building Committee that was responsible for
the design and renovation of the North Haven Middle School. Prior to his retirement from
the State of Connecticut, he worked for the Southern New England Telephone Company
from 1971-1987 and retired as a Division Manager for Government Affairs, responsible for
legislation in Connecticut. Prior to working for SNET, he was a Manufacturing Engineer
and worked in the Aero Space and Arms Industry. He also was a tool and product design
engineer and worked for Sargent Hardware and M.B. Electronics. Bruce was also a selfemployed lobbyist for Fortune 500 companies, a real estate broker, a commercial
mortgage broker and past Vice President of Mor-Fam Electric, Inc. He was also an adjunct
professor and taught a course in business and government relations at the University of
New Haven’s Graduate School of Business. Bruce attended New Haven Public Schools
and graduated from St. Mary’s High School. He attended Central Connecticut State
College, Connecticut State Technical College and graduated from the Colonial School of
Tool Design. He received a Bachelor of Science Degree from Southern New Hampshire
University and received a Master of Business Administration Degree from the University of
New Haven. Bruce was very active with organizations devoted to young people, and has
served as past President and Advisory Board member of the Quinnipiac Council of the
Boy Scouts of America. He was actively involved in the community and served on the
Board of Directors of the following organizations; CUHO (Corporation for Urban Home
Ownership, Inc.),.N.A.A.C.P. (Executive Board), New Haven Democratic Federation
(Chairman of the Executive Board), Science Park Development Corporation, Farnam
Neighborhood House, Connecticut Advocates for the Arts, New Haven Convention and
Visitor Bureau, Junior Achievement of South Central New Haven, Greater Hartford Arts
Council, Community Progress, Inc., Community Council of Greater New Haven,
Community Housing, Operation Breakthrough (Vice Chairman Executive Board), CARP
(Executive Board), National Veteran’s Fraternity, Inc. (Executive Board). He also served
on many committees and was involved in many associations. He was Chairman of the
South Central Community College Regional Advisory Council, he served on the
scholarship Committee of the New Haven County Sheriff’s Association, the Committee of
“20”-University of Connecticut, Connecticut Black Legislative Caucus, Black Elected
Officials, and the N.E. Advisory Committee on Library Services for Youthful Offenders. He
was a senior member of the Society of Manufacturing Engineers, Fairfield Chapter #6,
past President of the Connecticut State Federation of Black Democratic Clubs, past
Exalted Ruler and State President of the East Rock Lodge #131, committee member of
the Urban League of Greater New Haven, Senator Christopher Dodd’s U.S. Service
Academy Selection Committee, Black Management Association-Southern New England
Telephone Company, and the United Way Campaign Policy Committee. He also served on
the several Commissions; the Connecticut Historical Commission, American Revolution

Bicentennial Commission of Connecticut, and the Commission on Intergovernmental
Cooperation. He was recognized for his contributions and received several awards; the
Silver Beavers Award-Boy Scout of America, Outstanding Freshman Legislator, 22nd
Ward Democratic Community Achievement Award, East Rock Elks Legislative Award,
Honorary Deputy Sheriff, New Haven County, Who’s Who in American Politics, Fenmore
Seton Award-University of New Haven, Whitney Young Award-Boy Scouts of America. He
was a veteran of the U.S. Army and was the first black military policeman to serve at West
Point. He was honorably discharged after serving as a Corporal with the Military Police at
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, New York.
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Comments

“

It is with great sadness that my long time friend Bruce Morris has left us.
Bruce had a profound impact upon my life. In 1975 I was Bruce's legislative intern
when he was Deputy Speaker of the House. Bruce not only taught me so much
about politics and public policy, he truly inspired me to pursue a career in our state
legislature. As a result of Bruce's great expertise and good nature I spent 30 years
as a non-partisan employee in the Connecticut General Assembly. It was a career
that truly enjoyed. I am not sure I would have made this great choice if wasn't for
Bruce and all the encouragement he provided. As the years went by it was always a
pleasure to see Bruce and his wide smile. I owe him much and will never forget the
influence he had in my life. Thank you my good friend.

Spencer Cain - November 18, 2017 at 11:01 PM

“

I like to send my condolence to the family. I have not seen Mr. Morris in many years i
just
want to said he was an inspiration in my life and I want to thank you. May your
journey home be filled with joy and happiness.
From
Mr. Calvin Anderson Jr.

Calvin Anderson Jr. - November 18, 2017 at 03:03 PM

“

Sincerest condolences to your entire family. Running into Bruce at the Capitol was
always great fun because of his wonderful demeanor at all times. Just seeing him
coming your way brought a smile to your face because you knew he would greet you
as a dear friend. It was an honor to know him.
Mark Davis, WTNH TV

Mark Davis - November 17, 2017 at 06:29 AM

“

To the Morris family:
May God bless you during this sad time.
I had the pleasure to serve with Bruce in the CT State Senate during his time there. I
was elected from Ansonia to the 17th District seat and when Bruce joined us in 1990,
he and I became friends and allies.

His decency, humor and sense of purpose to help people earned our respect and
loyalty.
God bless you, Senator Bruce Morris. Proud to have been your colleague and friend.
Gary Hale
State Senator (1987-1993)
Gary Hale - November 16, 2017 at 06:05 PM

“

Hello cousin Bruce, I'm sorry for your loss and another family member of mine. Your
dad had an awesome life. Stay strong and keep in touch. Uncle Gents calls me quite
often.
Rhonda A. Stuckey

Rhonda A. Stuckey - November 16, 2017 at 04:15 PM

“

Cheryl and family, I was saddened to hear of Bruce's passing. It was an honor to be
his Executive Secretary at DPW. Bruce was a wonderful boss and had great people
skills. Not to mention a very dapper dresser.i vividly remember his kindness and wit.
You all will be in my prayers.

Deborah Dworak - November 16, 2017 at 12:52 PM

“

My thoughts are with the Morris family during this difficult period of bereavement.
May the many happy memories you hold dear be a source of strength.

Edwin Vargas - November 15, 2017 at 02:11 PM

“

Cheryl & family,
Now I know why Bruce came to mind a couple of days ago. I love the photo in the
paper, as it shows his character and kindness in his eyes. He was a great friend to
my dad, a frequent guest in our home, a man of honor and well respected by
everyone I know. I loved Bruce Morris.
Fondly,
Nancy Barbieri McCormack

Nancy Barbieri McCormack - November 15, 2017 at 10:28 AM

“

My condolences to Cheryl and family - I'm going to miss the friendly waves and smile
of a great neighbor! Tommy K

thomas kelleher - November 15, 2017 at 08:54 AM

“

I am saddened to hear of Bruce's passing. I got to know Bruce from our time together
on the building committee. Even when you knew he was not feeling well, he had a
smile on his face. He will be missed. My condolences to the family. Sincerely,
Michelle Spader

Michelle Spader - November 15, 2017 at 08:45 AM

“

Bruce, I’m going to miss you terribly, but I know you are with Our Lord and have
eternal life. Ed, Jr.

Ed Zack, Jr. - November 14, 2017 at 08:31 PM

