Herbert Joseph Brown
July 17, 1925 - April 4, 2018

Herbert Joseph Brown was born July 17, 1925 in New Haven, Connecticut to the late
Priscilla Weeks Brown and William Henry Brown. He departed this life on April 4, 2018 at
his home in New York City after a long illness. He was preceded by death by three
brothers: Samuel Brown, William “Billy” Brown and Solomon Browne and four sisters:
Flora Kyles, Geraldine Epps Rawlinson, Betty Snape and Shirley Trimble.
At age eighteen, Herbert Joseph Brown entered the U.S. Army and served during World
War II. His life-long passion for knowledge led him to pursue his college education,
graduating from the University of Connecticut. This pursuit led him to achieve Bachelor's
and Master's Degrees’ in Psychology, but he never let up on his quest for knowledge and
read voraciously in all academic disciplines that interested him (which were many). After
returning from service in the U.S. Army, he joined the faculty of the Prarie View college of
Texas A&M University, where he taught for seven years covering courses in Psychology
and other areas, sponsored various student organizations, both fraternal and otherwise,
and counseled and mentored scores of students. became a For decades, he was a lay
analyst and counselor.
Mr. Brown retired from The City of New York, Human Resources Administration, as
Assistant Director of the Child Support Enforcement program. His colleagues at HRA
called him “Herb.” He was a life time member of the NAACP.
Mr. Brown allowed his friends and family to call him “Joe.” Joe helped his family by guiding
and mentoring his nephews; Keith Snape, Richard Brown, Michael Brown and a host of
the other nieces, nephews and friends, utilizing his proficiencies and expertise in
Psychology and Physiology.
Joe had many wonderful friends and always was there for them in times of need, but was
a great story-teller and had a terrific sense of humor for the sharing. He commanded a
vast knowledge of nutritional supplements and alternational health solutions, which he
began studying with fervor in 1974. Using his knowledge, he advised many family

members and friends with a view toward, not only ameliorating health problems, disease
prevention.
Joe enjoyed traveling to visit friends and family throughout the United States and Europe.
During his travels he learned and practiced different cultural traditions and family customs.
He would also attend, when possible, family reunions, where he would be the center of
attention with his stories of his worldly travels.
Joe loved to listen to and play the piano regarding classical music - Beethoven was a
clear passion. He had an extensive collection of classical music dating back to the 40’s.
He had a very good “ear” for music and could listen to the music and then begin to play it
in the correct key. He enjoyed attending concerts and recitals of Jazz, Classical music and
the Opera.
Joe enjoyed fine dining as well as good old home cooking. During his extended illness, his
meals were all served restaurant-style (including table linens) along with his classical
music. He especially loved a home cooked meal with family or friends. He was a very
good cook in his own right and for many years prepared and served holiday feasts
(including two or three home-made pies with hand-made crusts). He also enjoyed cakebaking. Every year at Christmas he would spend hours preparing his Famous Fruit cakes.
He would ensure that his New Haven family, friends and his European Family would
receive their fruit cakes for Christmas.
Fond memories of Herbert Joseph Brown will be remembered by all of his family. There
will be happy stories to tell about him for years to come and will be passed down for
generations to come.

Events
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Memorial Service

04:00PM - 06:00PM

Howard K Hill Funeral Services
1287 chapel street, New Haven, CT, US, 06511

Comments

“

Kimberly Kyles lit a candle in memory of Herbert Joseph Brown

Kimberly kyles - April 23 at 02:06 AM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Herbert Joseph Brown.

April 18, 2018 at 12:55 AM

“

Mr. Brown was a psychology professor when I entered Prairie View A&M University
in Texas as a student in 1960. He was the faculty sponsor of my fraternity and we
quickly became very close friends. He mentored and advised me at Prairie View and
guided me into my chosen profession. Mr. Brown was our very special guest when I
married my wife Loretta in Pennsylvania in 1964. Loretta and I, along with our four
children, admired and adored him and have always considered him an integral part
of our family. When we lived in Philadelphia early in our marriage, nothing was better
than taking frequent trips to New York City, where he entertained and escorted us to
many plays, on and off Broadway, and to music concerts or museums in the City. He
cooked scores of his famous meals for us and, only until his health began to fail him,
we looked forward to receiving one of his famous fruit cakes at Christmas time. Years
later, he acted as a surrogate father to one of our daughters after she graduated from
college when she lived and worked in New York City for over 5 years. We stayed in
regular touch after we moved to Texas and I always called him on his birthday (July
17th) of each year. Last summer I was fortuitously visiting NYC with one of our
granddaughters and was able to visit with him in person on his birthday. Of course,
the birthday present I gave him was a book about an early African-American civil
rights heroine for his leisure reading after he completed his daily ritual of devouring
the New York Times.
Loretta and I, and all our children, truly loved all things "Brown" because it was so
easy to recognize his genius in everything he touched--whether it was reading,

music, cooking, the arts, medicine or pharmacology. The man was incredible and my
family will forever miss his friendship, his wisdom and his counsel.
God bless Herbert J. Brown and, more especially, God bless the saintly Keith Snape,
his nephew, who provided superior care and comfort to him in his last years. Those
of us who knew Mr. Brown are privileged to have had him in our lives. HEAR,
HEAR!!!!
James M. Lemond and wife Loretta
Attorney at Law
Houston, Texas
James M. Lemond, Attorney at Law - April 18, 2018 at 12:44 AM

“

I remember "Joe" Brown talking to me about the Hawley Family in Woodbury,
Connecticut. He would tell me about his travel to Europe and how much he loved to
travel. I personally will miss him.

Charles Hawley - April 15, 2018 at 05:52 PM

