George Wilbur "Sassy" Bentley
July 29, 1939 - March 19, 2020

Sergeant George Wilbur "Sassy" Bentley, son of the late George and Shirley P. Bentley
passed away peacefully on March 19, 2020 at Yale New Haven Hospital age 80.
George was born July 29, 1939 in New Haven, Connecticut. He was raised from a young
age until he went into the army by his “Aunt”, the late Lucille Allen Cogswell, who loved
him and treated him like her own son. He attended New Haven Public School system and
received his G.E.D. in 1977. At the early age of 18 he enlisted into the United States
Army, where he was assigned to an army base in Augsburg, Germany. While stationed
there, he met and married Renate Bentley, whom he had 6 six children with. Although no
longer married, they had a special relationship filled with love, arguments, and a true
respect for one another. Their words of affection were always "Hey toots" and "Hey Old
man".
Sergeant Bentley was also stationed at Fort Dix Base in New Jersey, he served in the
Vietnam War, and he received numerous medals for his service. His awards were the
National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, RVN Campaign Medal, 2 O/S
Bars, Good Conduct Medal 6th Award, RVN Gallantry Cross Unit Citation with Palm, and
the Meritorious Service Medal. Sergeant Bentley was discharged with full honors in 1977
after 20 years of brave and loyal service.
Once leaving the military, Sassy lived in New Jersey, where he was a mail carrier for 20
years with the New Jersey Postal Service. Once retiring from there, he ventured out and
opened his own bar called "Bentley's". After many years in New Jersey, he decided to
relocate to Connecticut to be closer to his family here.
George "Sassy" Bentley had a love of cars, casinos, and driving his van. He loved having
cookouts with his family and sharing stories. He was a loyal Eagles football fan and was
also a great football player himself during his military days. Bentley took great pride in
being an Army Veteran.
He is survived by his longtime friend and partner Juanita Bond of New Jersey; his children

George Bentley (Mary), Lucille Bentley-Files (Scott), Daphney Bentley (Beth), Richard
Bentley, Gloria Sutherland (Lewis), Dawn Rice (Cameron), Tamyra Collins, and Ida
Bentley-Davis. He is also survived by 10 grandchildren, 13 great-grandchildren, and a
host of nieces and nephews whom he loved so much. He is also survived by his cousin
Billy, who he had a special relationship with. He is preceded in death by his sisters Shirley
Bentley and Ida P. Bentley. He is also preceded by his best friend Johnny Gaskin of New
Jersey.
A special thank you to Juanita for your long time commitment and support of our dad,
grandpa, and uncle. We will always be grateful for all you did for him.
Services will be private.
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Comments

“

George what a Great Neighbor to My Family. Never met Nicer person. After My Dad
and Husband passed away these past years He always was helping me cut the
grass or being there to talk to. He will Always be in My Heart and Missed.
Love and Prayers To Your Family
Robin

Robin Bartini - March 26 at 12:41 PM

“

I'm going to miss our talks on the phone. You showing up at my door and we all run
out to greet you for the hugs and your smile. So rest uncle . I'm going to miss
saying Where You At Uncle? So rest uncle enjoy your healing
I love you soooo
much. I'm not going to say goodbye but I'll say Later. Until we meet again.
Your Niece Dorothy Cloud AKA Sputt

Dorothy Bentley Cloud - March 26 at 12:10 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of George Wilbur "Sassy"
Bentley.

March 23 at 05:54 PM

“

Mr. George Bentley was a Sweetheart. He was very hospitable and always made you
feel at home. He would greet me with a hello, sit down..and there's beer in the fridge,
help yourself I enjoyed the cookouts at his home, along with his family. Good
times! He will be missed. Get your rest sir. My condolences and love to his family.
God's comfort, peace and healing, now and beyond. Tamara

Tamara - March 23 at 03:11 PM

