Theresa Burney
March 10, 1943 - April 15, 2019

Theresa Burney of East Hartford, CT passed away at Saint Francis Hospital in Hartford
CT on April 15th, 2019 after a 5-month battle related to heart failure and multiple strokes.
She was 76 years old. According to her children and the doctors she fought a grueling and
relentless fight against all the ailments that over took her body at the end including
dementia.
Theresa was born on March 10th, 1943 to the late Junius Barnes and Marella Samuels in
Brooklyn New York. As a young girl Theresa was always fascinated with the continent of
Africa and anything that linked and or connected her to what it meant to be African even
wearing African attire! Although Theresa grew up in a Christian Household she converted
to the Muslim faith after marrying. The Muslim faith seemed to offer her a real connection
to her blackness. It also connected her to her husband Raymond Burney. As the story
goes Theresa even got a chance to shake the hand of Malcom X! She loved the Masjid
and all that it had to offer her in identifying with her inner self…her true self.
From her union Theresa bore 5 children, her eldest son the late Gamal Burney, her sons
Wayne Burney and Yusef Burney and after many tries (she always would tell others) came
her daughter Rhodesia Burney but as time went on the couple realized they weren’t done
bearing children thus Wali Burney the youngest of her sons was conceived. She cherished
her children and would do whatever she could to ensure their well-being even as they
became adults.
After years of being a homemaker cooking, cleaning, and taking care of her children
(things she all loved and did very well) Theresa went back to school for some training. She
realized the need for healthcare workers even back then, so she went for her certification
to become a home health aide so that she could take care of the elderly.
Theresa had a beautiful voice! As folk say: She could really BLOW! Not only was she a
singer but she also composed her own music. One of the songs she wrote that she would
often sing to her children was entitled “Little Black Baby”. It was a song that identified the

disconnect she felt with being black in America and her longing to be in a place where her
skin wasn’t looked at as something that she should be ashamed of.
As many know Theresa was a very head strong woman to the very end of her life and
when she said No or when she didn’t agree there was NO mistake about it! Even so
Theresa suffered with mental illness for a great period in her life, yet she had not been
sick for the last twenty to twenty-five years. Theresa often spoke openly to one or more of
her children acknowledging the blessing in not dealing with this horrible disease that
attacked the very fabric of her mental stability and she also revealed that mental illness
attacked her in her mid to late twenties. Her children the ones that do remember say that
their mom would always manage to come back from the grips of the horrible disease even
stronger and determined to love and cherish her them. She was a good mother they say.
She always made it a point to not only tell them but show them in so many ways until the
very end.
Theresa leaves to grieve her children Wayne Burney, Yusef Burney, Rhodesia Burney,
Wali Burney, from marriage step-daughters, Renee Newkirk, Kathy Paul, grandchildren
first born Nafeesa Burney, Kareem Glisson, Asia Burney, Elijah Burney, great grands
Shakeer McPherson, Tyler Glisson, Caleb Butler, sisters Daisy Mongo, Elizabeth Mitchell
& a host of nieces and nephews as well as friends. She was predeceased by her eldest
son Gamal Burney, sisters Bertha Hendrix & Anna Mae Marion and brother Fredrick
Barnes.
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Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Theresa Burney.
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